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We the undersigned, Officers of the Wesleyan- Methodist Society, and 
others, connected with the four Manchester Circuits, feel ourselves called 
upon by recent events, occurring in this town and its vicinity, to give 
public expression to our opinions and feelings on the subjects now agita- 
ting the Connexion to which we belong. Jr 

Firstly, — We solemnly protest against the impression which certain 
persons, who can now only be regarded as seceders from the Society, in 
the first Manchester Circuit, and their coadjutors, are now attempting to 
create, that the measures which they are pursuing emanate from the uni- 
ted Methodists of Manchester. 

On the contrary, ye declare that we, and many others, view the late 
conduct of Dr. Warren with the strongest disapprobation, as inevitably 
tending to the confusion of all Church order and discipline, and to the 
consequent destruction of the rights, not only of the Preachers, but also 
of the people. 

We deeply lament that so many of those, with whom we have been 
united in Christian fellowship, have concurred in the proceedings of 
their late Pastor. While we make every allowance in their favour, in 
consideration of their evident want of full and accurate information up- 
on the matters in dispute, — of their once commendable attachment to 
the individual set over them in the Lord, — and of the irritation and ex- 
citement so common at a period like the present, — we cannot but ex- 
press our conviction, that information sufficiently satisfactory might and 
ought to have been obtained, — that no attachment to any particular mi- 
nister can justify the violence and contempt, with which other ministers 
have been wantonly treated and that no personal vexations and injuries, 
whether real or imaginary, can furnish a just ground for endeavouring to 
inflame and prejudice the minds of others against the exercise of 
Christian discipline. 

We regard the endeavour now made by a portion of the people to 
legislate in reference to the proceedings of the Conference as demonstrably 
unscriptural, — as subversive of the settled Constitution of the Body, — 
and as a measure the most absurd and inconsistent, when originated by 
those whose jealousy of the power of the Conference over them is so inces- 
sant and so sensitive. 

We view with feelings of the greatest abhorrence all attempts to with- - 
hold from the different departments of the Work of God, as carried on 
by our community, that pecuniary support which is essential to their 
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maintenance, and the obligation of which we believe to be felt by every 
enlightened conscience. No sadder proof can be afforded us of the delu- 
sion under which many, as we fear, now labour, than the fact that, having 
Voluntarily availed themselves of the peculiar and inestimable privileges of 
membership with the Wesleyan Methodist Society, and having virtually 
and repeatedly pledged themselves to promote the objects of that Society, — 
they are now denying the power which has protected them in all their 
Christian enjoyments, — employing what should be an apparatus of extensive 
blessing in an unnatural and destructive rebellion, — attempting to deprive 
many of those who are either now labouring, or have exhausted all power 
to labour, in their service, and the widows and children of men whose 
memory even they love and reverence, of the means of subsistence, — 
striving to withhold from thousands of their Brethren, both in the poorer 
Circuits at home, and in foreign lands, religious means and ordinan- 
ces, — using every effort to crush the innocent Trustees of Methodist 
Chapels throughout the Kingdom, — and, in effect, thus vainly endeavour- 
ing to extinguish that light which Wesleyan Methodism has so long 
contributed to diffuse. 

We declare our perfect confidence in the constitution, character, and 
conduct of the Wesleyan Conference, and our unalterable belief that, 
whatever decisions that Body has adopted, its members are men of sound 
and hearty piety, of unprejudiced judgment, and of unimpeachable Christian 
integrity, — men of fearless independence and incapable of the undue 
domination or influence of any person or party, — men as to whose pro- 
ceedings any further proposals of lay inspection, or of individual secresy, 
are unnecessary, unjust, and calumnious. 

We especially take this opportunity of recording our grateful opinion 
of the services rendered to Wesleyan Methodism, by the Reverend Jabez 
Bunting, and the Rev. Robert Newton. We “ esteem them very highly 
in love for their work’s sake.” We concur in the judgment so often 
and so decidedly expressed by the Ministers of our Community, as to the 
long-tried integrity and pre-eminent usefulness of these honoured brethren. 
And, believing them to be actuated by the purest motives, and to be emi- 
nently endued with “the spirit of power, andoflove, and of a sound mind,” 
we assert our entire disbelief of any aspersions upon their character, 
whether public or private. 

And we beg finally, most affectionately and faithfully, to caution and 
admonish all over whom we have any influence against the conduct which we 
have felt bound to condemn. We refer them to their obligations to 
Wesleyan Methodism ; we appeal to the practical working of our Consti- 
tution, in the salvation of myriads of persons, many of them their nearest 
and dearest connexions ; — we remind them of the inherent power, which 
our economy has ever been found to possess, of adapting itself, by all im- 
provements, proposed in a proper manner, and by proper persons, to the 
circumstances of the Church and of the world, — a power which has been 
continually in operation, since the decease of Mr. Wesley, up to the very 
last Conference, in the enlargement and confirmation of the legitimate 
rights of the people ; — we point them to the fate of former schisms in our 
Body; — we beg them well to consider the character of the present divi- 
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sion ; — and we urge them to contentedness, to peace, where peace is pos- 
sible, — but, above all, to a resolute and steady avowal of their acknowledged 
Methodistical principles. 

On our own part, we humbly, and, as we hope, in the fear and love of 
God, pledge ourselves to the most vigorous and united efforts for the 
maintenance of a system, which has been so eminently sanctioned by His 
blessing, — which, even now, is conferring so many advantages upon man- 
kind, and which, if preserved in its original purity, promises its bene- 
fits to the latest posterity. 

Manchester, Jan. 1st, 1835. 

N. B. — No general application has been made to Private Members. 



James Wood, Circuit Steward, Trustee, 
Leader, and Local Preacher 
Robert Henson, Circuit Steward, Trustee, 
and Leader 
John Burton, Trustee 
James Heald, Trustee 
John Marsden, Trustee and Leader 
W. F. Johnson, Trustee and Leader 
Edward Norris, Steward and Trustee 
John Downes, Circuit Steward, Trustee, 
and Leader 

Holland Hoole, Circuit Steward, Trustee, 
and Local Preacher 
James Duke, Steward and Trustee 
John Jones, Steward, Trustee, and Leader 
G. R. Chappell, Steward, Trustee, and 
Leader 

Thomas Davies, Trustee and Leader 
James Whitaker, Steward, Local Preacher, 
and Leader 

William Read, Local Preacher, and Secre- 
tary to the Manchester First Circuit 
William Haworth, Steward, Trustee, and 
Leader 

William Wilson, Steward and Leader 
William Carter, Steward, Trustee, and 
Leader 

James Fildes, Trustee and Leader 
John Lomas, Steward, Trustee, and Leader 
William Hill, Trustee 
William Robinson, Trustee, Leader, Local 
Preacher, and Secretary to the Third 
Manchester Circuit 

\ John Makinson, Trustee and Leader 

John Fernley, Trustee and Leader 
Thomas Townend 
William Allen 
Wm. Shepherd 

John Leadbeater, Trustee, Leader, Local 
Preacher, and Secretary to the Local 
Preachers’ Meeting of the Manchester 
Third Circuit 

John Harrison, Steward and Trustee 
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Jno. May son, Trustee and Leader 
Edwd. Royle, Steward and Trustee 
William Pipe, Trustee and Local Preacher 
Wm. Higgins, Trustee 
Jonathan Cocker, Trustee 
Joshua Procter Westhead, Trustee and 
Leader 

John Gordon, Steward and Leader 
William Adams, Steward and Leader 
George Burton, Trustee, Leader, and Local 
Preacher 
Benj. Love 
John Barton 

G. A. Vitty, Trustee and Leader 
John Middleton, Trustee and Leader 
Thomas Wilshaw, Trustee and Leader 
T. Percival Bunting, Steward and Trustee 
Robert Cooper, Trustee, Leader and Local 
Preacher 

John Newsham, Trustee 
James Holt, Trustee 
John Napier, Leader 
John Bridge 

Thos. Patrick, Local Preacher 
William Broadbent, Trustee 
Edwd. Rowell, Trustee 
John Hayes, Trustee 

W. M. Towers, Leader and Local Preacher 
Richd. M. Duke, Trustee and Leader 
Thomas Grundy, Trustee 
S. Buxton 
Robt. Lomas 

Chas. Johnson, Leader and Local Preacher 

Wm. Cooper 

Geo. Peacock 

Michl. Peacock 

Robert Summersgill, Leader 

John Blakeley, Trustee 

Edward Westhead, Trustee 

John Allen 

Jonathan Allen 

James Fernley 

John Capper, Leader 
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Thomas Read 
Thos. Davies, jun. Leader 
Samuel Turnbull, Local Preacher 
John Broome, Leader and Local Preacher 
William Potts, Trustee, Leader and Local 
Preacher 

Joseph Bennion, Local Preacher 

Michael Ward 

Matthew Coates 

H. Wood 

George Southam 

John Dale 

Daniel Jackson 

Thomas Ward 

John Hattersley, Leader 

George Cussons, Leader 

John Botham, Leader 

James Bradwell 

E. Taylor 

James Garstang 

Richard Gibbs, Local Preacher 

Wm. Jones, Leader, (Salford) 

Richd. Moon Mayman, Leader 
Jas. Everett Storey, Local Preacher 
Thos. Hattersley 
John S. Hattersley 
David Cleasby, Local Preacher 
Anthony Nesbit, sen. 

Jacob Nesbit 
Anthony Nesbit, jun. 

Wm. Keal, Leader and Local Preacher 

Wm. Hamnett, Leader and Local Preacher 

Wm. Hy. Foster 

Edwd. Allen, Local Preacher 

Williiam Jones, Leader 

Richd. Wainwright, Leader 

Richard Ashton, Leader 

Thomas Redfern 

John Westhead 

Henry Roberts Sibly 

John Smalley, Leader 

Henry Morton, Leader 

Thomas Roberts, Leader 

Jas. Hattersley, Leader 

John Sandbach 

James Trevitt 

Henry Silkstone, Local Preacher 

Joseph Holland, Local Preacher 

Hugh Hughes 

John Manning 

Sampson Middleton, Leader 

William Sheldon, Leader 

William Newton 

James Aspinall 

William Murphy, Leader 

Joseph Nightingale, Local Preacher 

James Annetts 

Francis Mercer 

John Bright 

William Moors 



Joseph England 
Thomas Crompton 
William Bailey 
John Stott 
William Turner 
George Benson, Leader 
Jno. Lessey 
Richd. Dearden 
Thos. Parkes 
George Grundy 
William Silkstone, Leader 
Thomas Gardner, Leader 
George Jackson 
Joseph Scurr 
William Beach 
Thomas Wadsworth 

Thomas Jackson, Trustee, Leader, and 
Local Preacher 
Thomas Ireland, sen. Trustee 
Daniel Worsley 
Samuel Worsley 

Thomas Ireland, jun.. Steward and Leader 

Wm. Pollard, Local Preacher 

Henry Warburton, Steward 

John Morris 

Samuel Wild 

Jonathan Wild 

Thomas Summersgill 

James Standley 

Jonn. Pendleton 

Thos. Pendleton 

John Entwistle 

John Mills 

Edmund Pendleton 

James SutlefF 

Joseph Standring 

John Pendleton 

Jeremh. Higginbotham 

Benjamin Chappell 

John Chappell 

Thomas Marsh 

Thomas Cope 

Peter Sherlock 

Robt. Sewell 

William Edwards, Local Preacher 
J. R. Taylor, Circuit Steward 
Thomas Riley, Circuit Steward and Local 
Preacher and Leader 
George Marsden, Steward 
William Davies, Steward 
Samuel Blakeley, Steward 
John Renshaw, Local Preacher and Secre- 
tary to the 4th Manchester Circuit 
James Little, Local Preacher and Leader 
George Reynolds, Lecal Preacher and 
Leader 

John Sides, Local Preacher and Leader 
Wm. Henry Me. Kivey, Leader 
William Abbey, Local Preacher 
Sami. Holgate, Local Preacher 
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James Davenport, Local Preacher 
John Holgate, Leader 
Mattw. Ollier, Leader 
John Brown, Leader 

Edward Roberts, Local Preacher and 
Leader 

George Baxter, Leader 

Win. Powdrell, Leader 

Wm. Baddeley, Local Preacher 

James Taylor, Local Preacher 

George Taylor, Leader and Local Preacher 

E. Gregory, Local Preacher 

Daniel Rowbotham, Local Preacher 

James Cranshaw, Local Preacher 

William Pass, Leader 

Charles Cheetham, Leader and Local 
Preacher 

Edwd. Smith, Leader 
Ralph Banks, Leader 
Joseph Mutch, Leader 
Wm. Worsley, Steward, Trustee, Leader, 
and Local Preacher 
Robt. Worsley, Trustee 
Thos. Swallow 

Richard Hulme, Steward, Trustee, and 
Leader 

Peter Wood, M. D. 

Jerh. Brundreth, sen. 

Jerh. Brundreth, jun., Steward, Trustee, 
and Leader 

Wm. Brundreth, Trustee 
Sami. Brundreth 
Josh. Brundreth 
Jno. Brundreth 

James Munday, Trustee, Leader, and Local 
Preacher 

J. Byrom, Local Preacher 
Duncan Campbell, Local Preacher 
Robt. Sutcliffe 
John Heatley 
Sami. Moulton 

Joseph Pennington, Steward, Trustee, and 
Leader 

James Redford, Trustee, Leader, and Local 
Preacher 

Nathl. Pass, Trustee and Leader 
Jno. Walker 

Sami. Pearson, Trustee and Leader 
James Heys 

Rd. Fosbrook, Leader, and Local Prcaeher 



B. Tretheway, Leader and Local Preacher 
Geo. Grantham, Trustee and Leader 
Jno. Latham, Leader and Local Preacher 
Chas. R. Dean, Leader and Local Preacher 
George Lunt 
George Lunt, jun. 

Samuel Grindrod, Leader 
Charles Beswick, Local Preacher 
Jno. Foster, Local Preacher 
Jno. Webb, Local Preacher 
Wm. Rhodes 
Charles Bracegirdle 
Wm. Hampson, Trustee 
Samuel Parkinson, Leader 
Jno. Walton, Leader 
W. Roberts, Local Preacher 
T. Tweedle, Local Preacher 
Thos. Renshaw 
Jno. Renshaw 
Jno. Kenyon 

Jno. Walton, Steward and Trustee 
Jno. Guest, Leader 
Peter Edge, Leader 

Benjamin Cleworth, Leader and Local 
Preacher 

Josh. Cleworth, Leader 

Bold Stones, Leader 

Jno. Yeomans, Leader 

J. Sumner, Local Preacher 

Thomas Holmes 

James Jones 

James Holt, Trustee 

Jno. Barrow, Trustee 

Jno. Foster, Leader 

Wm. Knowles, Trustee 

Wm. Brierley, Leader 

Geo. Stuart, Leader 

Josh. Renshaw 

Jno. Cooke 

Wm. Cheshire 

Peter Longford 

Josh. Brierley, Leader 

James Dean, Leader 

Wm. Bradbury, Local Preacher 

Josa. Ashcroft, Trustee 

Jno. Topping, Leader 

Jno. Hutchinson, Leader 

Wm. Broady, Leader 

Wm. Roscoe, Leader 

Orlando Dawson, Leader 



Mr. John Hull having asserted, in a pamphlet recently published by 
him, that many persons have signed the above declaration, in consequence 
of the improper influence, or of the misrepresentations of the individuals 
who procured the signatures, the following letter was sent to him, by the 
Secretary of the Lay Declaration Committee, No answer has been re- 
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ceived, although Mr. Hull has repeated his assertion, in a second edition 
of his publication. 

Manchester , December 9th, 1834. 

Mr. JNO. HULL, 

Sir, 

As it is asserted or implied, in the pamphlet recently published by 
you, that many persons have signed the “ Declaration of the Wesleyan 
Methodists in Manchester,” in consequence of the improper influence, or 
of the misrepresentations of the individuals, who procured the signatures. 
I beg to inform you, that it has become necessary to print a New Edition 
of that Declaration, and that, therefore, an opportunity will be afforded, 
both to make some considerable addition to the number of the Declara- 
tionists, and to rectify any mistakes as to those names which were 
originally appended. If you will favour me with a list of those persons, 
whom you conceive to have been thus misled or unduly influenced, I will 
immediately see them, and if they request it, state in a note to the New 
Edition, their wish not to be considered as pledged to the sentiments of 
the Declaration. I shall delay going to press until Thursday morning, to 
give you time to investigate the matter, and to reply to this communica- 
tion, and shall consider myself at liberty to publish, either this letter, or 
any answer with which you may oblige me, or both, as circumstances 
may suggest. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours very respectfully, 

JNO. WESTHEAD, 

Secretary to the Manchester Lay-Declaration Committee. 




Love and Barton , Printers , Manchester. 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 



AND SOLD BY 

LOVE AND BARTON, BOOKSELLERS, MARKET-STREET; 
AND J. E. STOREY, MARKET- STREET. 

1. Defence of the Theological Institution, and of the Proceedings of the Price. 

Institution Committee, &c., in reply to Dr. Warren, by Jonathan 
Crowther * 

2. Cubitt’s Observations on Dr. Warren’s Pamphlet against the Wesleyan 

Institution * * 6d * 

3. An Appeal to the Wesleyan Societies, on the Attempt now made to 

Subvert their Constitution ; by William Vevers 6d. 

4. Work for Dr. Warren * ®d. 

5. A Candid Address to the Members of the Wesleyan Societies, respecting 

the late Quarterly Meeting ; by William Read 2d. 

6. Touchstone; or, Free Thoughts on the Propriety of establishing a 

Wesleyan Theological Institution Id* 

7. The Exposure ; a Reply to “ An Address to the Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Societies” * 

8. Observations on the Rev. J. Bromley’s Letter to the Rev. R. Newton . . 'Id. 

9. Sermon on Schism, by the Rev. Jno/ Wesley Id* 

10. Statement of the Preachers of the Manchester District, on the Case of Dr. 

Warren 3d. 

11. Observations on the Resolutions adopted at David- Street Sunday School 

Room; by an Impartial Observer * Id* 

12. Cubitt’s Answer to Dr. Warren’s “ Sufficient Reply.” /4 d * 

13. A Farewell Letter to the Stewards, Leaders, and other Officers of the 

Wesleyan Societies in Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; by Valentine Ward. . . . 2d. 

14. The Laws of Wesleyan Methodism Epitomized and Arranged; by R. 

L. Lusher 3d - 

15. Learning and Piety United; an Appeal in favour of the Wesleyan 

Theological Institution ; by the Author of “ Horse Brittanies” 2d. 

16. Plain Truth for Plain People : a Dialogue between Tom and Harry, 

about Dr. Warren’s Business Id. 

An Appeal to Facts, in Answer to the Charges of Mr. John Hull; by William 

Read 2d. 

Report of a Special District Meeting, of Wesleyan Ministers, held at Leeds, on 

Tuesday, the 4th of December, 1827, containing the Resolutions, &c. . . 3d. 

May be had gratis, on application to the Publishers, 

Declaration of the Wesleyan Methodists of Manchester. 

— * Wesleyan Methodist Preachers of Manchester. 

*** Any of the above Pamphlets, price Id., are sold for distribution at 7s. per hundred. 
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